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ADVANCED AGILITY 

Student Notes - Week 5 

Problem Weave Pole Entries 

At this point in training your dog should have basic understanding of weave pole 
performance.  But in order to be successful in competition it is important to continue 
to work toward speed, independence, and reliability. Keep in mind that class time 
once a week is NOT enough time on the weave poles to fine tune your performance. 
You MUST practice the weave poles at home if you are serious about competing in 
the agility. 

Here are some simple exercises to start working on slightly more challenging entries.   
In Figure 1 the handler can start from a lead out position, and call their dog into the 
weave poles.  This will allow the handler to start to feel the body movement and 
positioning needed to get a good entrance.  
Once the dog is getting the entries consistently from a stationary handler position, the handler can start to move 
with the dog toward the weaves as shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3.  Notice the though the handler is now moving 
forward with the dog, they should end up in a similar position to the one they used to get their dog into the 
weaves in the first set of exercises.  

Note the handler body language in Figure 3.  In order to get the weaves from motion the handler may need to 
counter rotate to slow and focus the dog, before presenting the weaves poles.  Timing here can be critical, and 
the best way to figure it out is with trial and error. Note that if the dog makes a mistake, it is probably because 
they did not know early enough what the expected performance was, so stay positive and try again. 

GET AROUND ________________________________________________________ 

“Get Around” can be a useful direction for telling the dog that an unusual 

performance is required on the upcoming obstacle.  As handlers become more 
proficient, courses become more difficult, and judges are using increasingly 
challenging sequences to test handler skill. 

One challenge that is seen increasingly at the higher levels on course is a path 
that requires the dog to jump from the backside of a jump the front side of a 
jump.  So the jump will look on paper as if it is in a straight line of equipment; 
but the dog will actually have to go around the jump and jump it backwards.   

If the handler has worked on a directional cue – like “Get Around”, it can help the dog understand that the jump 
should not be taken as presented.  To start this, teach the dog to go around one jump standard. Once they are 
going around as directed, put a bar on the ground between the two uprights, and work it again (being sure to 
work both uprights, going both ways).  As the dog begins to understand the concept of going around and jumping 
back to the handler, the bar can be raised a little at a time, until eventually the dog is going around and over a full 
height bar.  When starting to teach the concept, the handler may have to step in to help the dog, but over time, 
they should try to work distance, so the dog learns it from farther away. 


