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BEGINNER AGILITY 

Student Notes - Week 5 

Sequencing Tips 

Show your dog to do by moving in the direction of the obstacle, 
supported by a hand signal. Remember that dogs key more on 
body language than verbal cues, so concentrate on giving your dog 
an obvious hand signal – showing the path, and lining your body 
up to face the obstacle to be performed. Be sure to give your hand 
signal with the hand on the side on which the dog is running (the 
hand closest to the obstacle when you are facing the same way the 

dog is going). 

Try not to speak the name of the obstacle until your dog is pointed toward, and focused on, the obstacle 
you actually want them to take. Your dog will tend to move in the direction that his nose is pointed. Your 
handling job will be to make your dog’s nose point where it is that you want him to go. 

Learning new things is stressful enough, without you becoming emotional as well, so keep upbeat and 
enthusiastic with your dog, even when they make a mistake. If your dog does something wrong, all it really 
means is that the dog didn’t get it. If you become upset with your dog for mistakes they will stop trying, in 
order to ensure they do not make a future mistake.  So if a mistake happens, don’t do anything –don’t 
chastise and don’t get upset – but also don’t reward. Then make sure you are being a little clearer next time 
when you are directing the dog to the performance that you desire, and/or make the task easier. 

Eventually you will be working your dog consistently off leash, so now is the time to start ensuring that you 
have your dogs attention. If you took your dog’s leash off, would she stay with you and wait for an 
instruction? Or would they be off trying to play with a classmate, or exploring the outer limits of the agility 
hall looking for dropped treats? If you aren’t sure, you need to work on making yourself more interesting.  

Pay attention to your dog! Attention is a two way street. If you are easily distracted when working your dog, 
don’t expect your dog to pay attention to you either. 

FORWARD FLOW CONTROL________________________________________________ 

When you start putting obstacles together and sequencing it is important that the dog begin to look for 
direction, rather than just assuming that whatever obstacle is in front of them should be done.  We want to 
teach them that if they don’t get direction, or don’t get early enough direction, they SHOULD do the obstacle 
in front of them, to prevent them from slowing down and waiting for our instruction if we are late to give 
direction.  But if we do give them an instruction to do something other than what is in front of them, we do 
want them to listen and respond.  

 Begin by setting up three obstacles in a row 
and asking your dog to do only the first jump, 
and then calling your dog out of the line and 
back to you before they do the next 2 jumps. 
This would be a good time to start using a 
“tight” direction.  This will allow you to give the 
instruction BEFORE the dog does jump that you 
WANT them to do, so the dog knows they will not be doing all 3 obstacles even before they start. 

Once you dog is coming out after one jump well, begin to do 2 obstacles in a row, and then calling out of 
the sequence before jump 3.  Occasionally go back to 1 jump to keep your dog guessing, and get them used 
to your signal and body language for going on vs wrapping the jump standard.  Finally go to 3 jumps and 

again, mix it up.  Your dog will soon be reading your body language for continuing on, vs your body 
language for doing that obstacle and turning in to you. 


