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INTERMEDIATE AGILITY 

Student Notes - Week 2 

Working with a Jump 

It doesn’t take a whole ring full of equipment to work on timing and cues. With 
only one jump you can work on your handler path, directionals, timing, and 
layering (having a piece of equipment between the handler and the dog).  
 
Set the jump up sideways, as shown in the figures below.   Make sure to keep the 
jump low, so the dog can concentrate on your cues, without worrying about 
whether they can physically do the jump.  Generally 8” – 12” is a good height. 

 
First work on simply moving past the jump with the dog on the opposite side (1).  Ensure that your path and 
the dog’s path are parallel, and that you do not turn into the jump, which would indicate that the dog should 
take the jump.  Next, without the dog, practice turning in to the jump and having the dog jump the obstacle 
toward you (2). When you are ready, bring out the dog and work with the dog to see if you can get the dog 
to take the jump toward you.   Make sure to mix it up, so sometimes you are running past the jump, and 

sometimes you are running to the jump, calling the dog over, and then continuing on. 
 
If the dog gets it wrong, look at what your body language is telling the dog, take it slower and work it 
though, until the dog understands your body language, and whether you want them to turn in and jump.  
Sometimes work without talking to ensure that you are not dependant on your verbals, but are actually 
working through your body language cues with your dog.  Also work on mixing up whether you want the 
dog to come to your right or your left after the jump.  How would you show that? 
 
Next, make it more difficult by asking the dog to come in to you before the jump, then go past the jump 
with you (4).  Escalate the challenge by having the dog jump the jump away from you (4).  Again, your 
timing and body language are critical to the dog understanding the exercise, so if the dog gets it wrong you 
need to look at what your body language and timing are saying to the dog. 

 
To increase the level of difficulty add a perpendicular line after the jump. When you are making turns after 
the jump ensure that the turn comes between the jump and the line. The line can be further away from the 
jump initially, to give you more space, but moved closer over time to ensure that your lines are tight.  
 
Eventually these exercises will lead to serpentines and threadles.  So once you are moving smoothly through 

a variety of these exercises on one jump, add another jump and start through the exercises again. 


