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GAMES CLASS 

Student Notes - Week 1  

Jumps, Jumps, and more Jumps 

Jumpers courses are straightforward with only jumps and tunnels.  The challenges 
of jumpers courses are that there are no down times on course, the courses can 
get confusing, and because the obstacles are similar there are no opportunities to 
use verbal discriminations to help the dog find the “right” obstacle. 

NO DOWN TIMES________________________________________________ 

In Jumpers courses there are no contacts, tables,  or weave poles; all obstacles which can be useful to let the 
handler get ahead of the dog.  This means that the handler may not have as many handling options in a Jumpers 
course as they would in a standard course.  When walking a jumpers course and strategizing the handling options, it 
is important to realize that the dog may be carrying more speed than usual throughout the run, and the handler may 
have to handle somewhat differently than they are used to (for example a back cross may have to be performed 
rather than a front cross, if there is no chance to get in front of the dog). 

Sometimes it can be helpful NOT to become too tied to one particular handling strategy going into the run, because 
it may be more difficult than expected to get to the place needed for the pre-determined strategy.  So it can be 
useful to think about various options for different sequences on course, rather than becoming tied to one strategy.  
That way if the handler is not where they expect to be they will have another option for handling the sequence. 

CONFUSING COURSES______________________________________________ 

Because Jumpers courses only use jumps and tunnels, and may repeat a sequence of obstacles more than once, 
there are not as many “landmarks” to keep track of where the team has been, and is going on course.  On a 
standard course the handler may remember that after the dogwalk there are two jumps before the weaves, and 
then the course goes around, over some jumps, to the teeter. On a jumpers course that would be some jumps to a 
tunnel, and then some other jumps to a tunnel, and then maybe the first jumps combined with the second jumps, 
and a tunnel. 

One of the things that can be helpful in a Jumpers course is to think about patterns.  The course may use a figure 
eight pattern, followed by a line of jumps, then a reverse circle, and then a last line.  It can also be useful to take 
note of whether some of the jumps have wings or if the tunnels are different colours (first go into the red tunnel, 
then the line of wing jumps, then the blue tunnel …).  Some handlers also try to visualize the course with eyes 
closed before running it.  If they get stuck, they just open their eyes and see where the course actually goes, and 
then try again. 

NO DISCRIMINATIONS______________________________________________ 

Jumpers offers very little opportunity to practice your obstacle discrimination skills (walk it vs tire), but there will be 
opportunities to practice tunnel call offs (other end!), and jump vs tunnel.  Still, because there are so many jumps, it 
will not help much to say “JUMP” on course.  Because there are few benefits to giving obstacle commands, and the 
onus is on the handler to be at the top of their game while running Jumpers courses, it can be a very good practice 
to work in “silent” running mode.  Often when handlers do not talk their way around the course, they become much 
more focused on their handling, and that can result in better timing and clearer body language. 

PHYSICAL CHALLENGES_____________________________________________ 

Keep in mind that many Jumpers courses, especially at advanced levels, are designed to test your dog’s jumping 
ability.  There may be slice jumps, wraps, serpentines, threadles, and jumps going right into, or coming right out of, 
tunnels.  There will also be spreads, and a series of jumps in a line, to see if your dog will continue on a line, with 
you struggling behind to keep up.  Be sure to work those warm up jumps to get your dog picking up their feet 
before stepping on the course; and be sure to be mentally prepared for the challenges of Jumpers, it can be one of 
the courses that requires the most heads up handling! 


